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MATHIAS H. HECK WORKS WAY THROUGH UD LAW SCHOOL,
NOW GIVES MAJOR GIFT TO HELP BUILD NEW ONE

DAYTON, Ohio -- Mathias H. Heck's life sounds as though it
could have jumped right out of a Horatio Alger tale--one of those
rags-to-riches stories of a poor boy who pulls himself up by the
bootstraps to succeed in life.
One of six children growing up and working on the family
vegetable farm near Trotwood during the Depression era, Heck
dreamed of being a lawyer, but he didn't have the money to go to
college. So, the lifelong Daytonian says he "did what I had to
do." Each day, he arose at dawn to work on the farm and drive a
horse-drawn wagon full of the family's vegetables to a downtown
wholesale market on sinclair street. Then, he sold auto
insurance. At night, he attended the University of Dayton School
of Law, then a part-time program in st. Mary Hall. It took Heck
five years, but in 1930 he earned his juris doctor degree and
began a successful career in Dayton that has spanned more than
six decades. Heck is well known as the four-term Montgomery
County prosecuting attorney, a post he held from 1945 to 1961.
Now 86, Heck says he wants to "give something back to the
University of Dayton because without the University, I wouldn't
have what I have today. I just have a special feeling for the
University of Dayton and all it did for me in the way of offering
an education in law."
Today, he gave the University a gift that will grow in value
to $1 million by the time University officials break ground in
1995 for a new $20 million School of Law complex.
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This is not Heck's first major gift to his alma mater: In
1989, he gave the University nearly $25,000 to support the
University's new program in law and technology. It was the
single largest individual contribution for the program. Since
1988, he has served on UD's Law Board of Visitors, an advisory
group of community leaders.
Mathias H. Heck Jr., one of Heck's two sons, followed in his
father's footsteps and is now chief trial counsel for the
Montgomery County prosecuting attorney's office. His father, he
says, "has always been humble.
"Most people today cannot imagine what it was like for a
person from a family of six children during the Depression to
live and work on a farm, help support the family and still try to
achieve an education," he says. "He has worked and worked and
worked because he was determined to be a lawyer. He instilled
that work ethic in my brother and me. He's always told us, 'If
you want to succeed, you have to work at it.' He's my role
model."
Heck, who has lived on a 189-acre farm in Randolph Township
for the past 45 years, still drives everyday to his downtown
office, where he practices law with his son and daughter-in-law,
Cynthia M. Heck, a two-time UD graduate who received her juris
doctor degree in 1979. Heck's other son, Thomas, is a general
surgeon at Good samaritan Hospital and 1s associated with Gem
City Surgical Associates.
In 1930, Heck was class president and one of 20 in his
graduating class at the University of Dayton. He smiles when he
thinks of the generations of future lawyers who will receive
their education in the new, state-of-the-art facility: "It'll be
a great addition. It's really wonderful for the city and the
University of Dayton."
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